WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. An apparatus for receiving an audio signal via a network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a housing; 

a receiver module located in the housing and configured to receive a combined 
signal via a network and extract a control signal and an audio signal from the 
combined signal; 

a plug coupled to the housing and configured for insertion into an electrical 
receptacle; 

a power supply in the housing, coupled to the plug and configured to 
distribute electrical energy to the receiver module; and 

an output wire configured to couple the housing to an output device. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the housing further incorporates an address 
switch configured for selecting an address from a plurality of addresses. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the housing further incorporates a power 
switch configured to select an off state or on state for the receiver module. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the housing further incorporates an 
amplifier configured to amplify the audio signal based in part upon the control signal, 
wherein the power supply is further configured to provide power to the amplifier. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the housing further incorporates a light 
emitting diode power indicator configured to emit light when the power supply is providing 
electrical energy to the receiver module. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the housing further incorporates a light 
emitting diode receiver indicator configured to emit light when the receiver module is 
receiving the combined signal. 

7. The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein the housing further incorporates a Digital 
Signal Processor (DSP) module configured to manipulate the audio signal based on the 
extracted control signal. 

8. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the amplifier is a digital amplifier 
configured to digitally amplify the audio signal. 
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9. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the combined signal includes an address 
signal which is associated with the output device. 

10. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the network is wired. 

1 1 . The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the network is a powerline. 

12. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the network is wireless. 

13. The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the network is RF. 

14. The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the network is IR. 

15. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is analog. 

16. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the audio signal is digital. 

17. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is digital. 

18. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a volume level. 

19. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a balance level. 

20. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a fader level. 

21. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a sub-bass level. 

22. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a destination source. 

23. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a sound processing 
selection. 

24. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is an equalizer level. 

25. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is an address. 

26. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a power on. 

27. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a power off. 

28. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a time delay. 

29. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is a phase delay. 

30. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the receiver module is configured to power 
on in response to receiving the combined signal. 

3 1 . The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the receiver module is configured to power 
off in response to not receiving the combined signal. 

32. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the control signal is in an I 2 C format. 

33. The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the audio signal is in an inter IC sound 
(I 2 S) format. 



-36- 



34. 
35. 



The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the output device is a loudspeaker. 
The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein the output device is a headphone. 



36. An apparatus for transmitting an audio signal via a network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a housing; 

a transmitter module located in the housing and configured to receive an audio 
signal and a control signal, combine the audio and control signals into a combined 
signal, and transmit the combined signal to a receiver module via a network; 

a plug coupled to the housing and configured for insertion into an electrical 
receptacle; 

a power supply in the housing, coupled to the plug and configured to 
distribute electrical energy to the transmitter module; and 

an input wire configured to couple the housing to an input device. 

37. The apparatus of claim 36, wherein the housing further incorporates an 
address switch configured for selecting an address from a plurality of addresses, the selected 
address being associated with the receiver module and uniquely identifying the receiver 
module within the network. 

38. The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the housing further incorporates a power 
switch configured to select an off state or on state for the transmitter module. 

39. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the housing further incorporates a light 
emitting diode power indicator configured to emit light when the power supply is providing 
electrical energy to the transmitter module. 

40. The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the housing further incorporates a light 
emitting diode transmitter indicator configured to emit light when the transmitter module is 
transmitting the combined signal. 

41. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the network is wired. 

42. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the network is a powerline. 

43. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the network is wireless. 

44. The apparatus of Claim 43, wherein the network is RF. 
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45. The apparatus of Claim 43, wherein the network is IR. 

46. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is analog. 

47. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the audio signal is digital. 

48. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is digital. 

49. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a volume level. 

50. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a balance level. 

5 1 . The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a fader level. 

52. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a sub-bass level. 

53. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a destination source. 

54. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a sound processing 
selection. 

55. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is an equalizer level. 

56. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is an address. 

57. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a power on. 

58. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a power off. 

59. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a time delay. 

60. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is a phase delay. 

61. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the transmitter module is configured to 
power on in response to receiving the audio signal. 

62. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the transmitter module is configured to 
power off in response to not receiving the audio signal. 

63. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the control signal is in an I 2 C format. 

64. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the audio signal is in an inter IC sound 
(I 2 S) format. 

65. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the input device is a CD player. 

66. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the input device is an AM/FM tuner. 

67. An apparatus for receiving an audio signal via a network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first housing comprising, 
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a receiver module configured to receive a combined signal via a 
network and extract a control signal and an audio signal from the combined 
signal; 

a second housing comprising, 

a plug configured for insertion into an electrical receptacle, 

a power supply coupled to the plug and configured to distribute 

electrical energy to the receiver module; 

a wire coupled between the first housing and the second housing; and 
an output wire configured to couple the first housing to an output device. 

68. The apparatus of claim 67, further comprising an address switch configured 
for selecting an address from a plurality of addresses. 

69. The apparatus of claim 68, further comprising a power switch configured to 
select an off state or on state for the receiver module. 

70. The apparatus of claim 69, further comprising an amplifier configured to 
amplify the audio signal based in part upon the control signal, wherein the power supply is 
further configured to provide power to the amplifier. 

71. The apparatus of claim 70, further comprising a light emitting diode power 
indicator configured to emit light when the power supply is providing electrical energy to the 
receiver module. 

72. The apparatus of claim 71, further comprising a light emitting diode receiver 
indicator configured to emit light when the receiver module is receiving the combined signal. 

73. The apparatus of Claim 72, further comprising a Digital Signal Processor 
(DSP) module configured to manipulate the audio signal based on the extracted control 
signal. 

74. The apparatus of Claim 73, wherein the amplifier is a digital amplifier 
configured to digitally amplify the audio signal. 

75. The apparatus of Claim 73, wherein the combined signal includes an address 
signal which is associated with the output device. 

76. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the network is wired. 

77. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the network is a powerline. 
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78 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the network is wireless. 


79. 


The apparatus of Claim 78, wherein the network is RF. 




80. 


The apparatus of Claim 78, wherein the network is IR. 
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The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is analog. 


8? 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the audio signal is digital. 
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The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


digital. 


84 
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The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a volume level. 


85 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a balance level. 


86. 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a fader level. 


87 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a sub-bass level. 


88 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a destination source. 


89 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal 


is a sound processing 
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90 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


an equalizer level. 


91 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


an address. 


92 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a power on. 


93. 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a power off. 


94. 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a time delay. 


95. 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is 


a phase delay. 


96. 


The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the receiver module is configured to 



power on in response to receiving the combined signal. 

97. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the receiver module is configured to 
power off in response to not receiving the combined signal. 

98. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the control signal is in an I 2 C format. 

99. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the audio signal is in an inter IC sound 
(I 2 S) format. 

100. The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the output device is a loudspeaker. 

101 . The apparatus of Claim 68, wherein the output device is a headphone. 
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102. An apparatus for transmitting an audio signal via a network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first housing comprising, 

a transmitter module configured to receive an audio signal and a 

control signal, combine the audio and control signals into a combined signal, 

and transmit the combined signal to a receiver module via a network; 

a second housing comprising, 

a plug configured for insertion into an electrical receptacle, and 

a power supply coupled to the plug and configured to distribute 

electrical energy to the transmitter module; 

a wire coupled between the first housing and the second housing; and 
an input wire configured to couple the first housing to an input device. 

103. The apparatus of claim 102, further comprising an address switch configured 
for selecting an address from a plurality of addresses, the selected address being associated 
with the receiver module and uniquely identifying the receiver module within the network. 

104. The apparatus of claim 103, further comprising a power switch configured to 
select an off state or on state for the transmitter module. 

105. The apparatus of claim 104, further comprising a light emitting diode power 
indicator configured to emit light when the power supply is providing electrical energy to the 
transmitter module. 

106. The apparatus of claim 105, further comprising a light emitting diode 
transmitter indicator configured to emit light when the transmitter module is transmitting the 
combined signal. 

107. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the network is wired. 

108. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the network is a powerline. 

109. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the network is wireless. 

1 10. The apparatus of Claim 109, wherein the network is RF. 

111. The apparatus of Claim 1 09, wherein the network is IR. 

1 12. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is analog. 

113. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the audio signal is digital. 
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114. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is digital. 

115. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a volume level. 

1 16. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a balance level. 

1 17. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a fader level. 

118. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a sub-bass level. 

119. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a destination source. 

120. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is a sound processing 
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121. 


The 


apparatus 


122. 


The 


apparatus 


123. 


The 


apparatus 


124. 


The 


apparatus 


125. 


The 


apparatus 


126. 


The 


apparatus 


127. 


The 


apparatus 



power on in response to receiving the audio signal. 

128. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the transmitter module is configured to 
power off in response to not receiving the audio signal. 

129. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the control signal is in an I 2 C format. 

130. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the audio signal is in an inter IC sound 
(I 2 S) format. 

131. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the input device is a CD player. 

132. The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the input device is an AM/FM tuner. 
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